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Fast radio bursts are short-duration, radio transients emitted by so-far unidentified 
astrophysical sources. What is well established is that their origins are in distant 
galaxies and at least a sub-set of the sources repeat. Significant progress has been 
made in the field in the last six years thanks to several new surveys dedicated to 
discovering and localizing fast radio bursts. I will give a brief status update of the field 
and highlight the work we are doing at the MPIfR with the Effelsberg 100-m radio 
telescope to understand repeating fast radio bursts. I will also briefly mention how fast 
radio bursts can be used as cosmological probes.
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